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days, visits of travelers or neighbors, and home-
comings of hunters and traders, which invited to
festivity. Balls and dances and other merry-
makings at which the whole village assembled sup-
plied the wants of a people proverbially fond of
amusement. Indeed, French civilization in the
Mississippi and Illinois country was by no means
without charm.

Kaskaskia, in the wonderfully fertile "American
Bottom," maintained its existence, in spite of the
cession to the English, as did also Vincennes far-
ther east on the Wabash. Fort Chartres, a stout
fortification whose walls were more than two feet
thick, remained the seat of the principal garrison,
and some traces of French occupancy survived
on the Illinois. Cahokia was deserted, save for
the splendid mission-farm of St. Sulpice, with its
thirty slaves, its herd of cattle, and its mill, which
the fathers before returning to France sold to a
thrifty Frenchman not averse to becoming an Eng-
lish subject. A few posts were abandoned alto-
gether. Some of the departing inhabitants went
back to France; some followed the French com-
mandant, Neyon de Villiers, down the river to New
Orleans; many gathered up their possessions, even
to the frames and clapboards of their houses, and